Georgia Celebrates State’s 2021 ‘Small Business ROCK STARS'
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Georgia Celebrates State’s 2021 ‘Small Business ROCK STARS' [1]

On 04 May, 2021

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Marie Gordon [2], 404-962-4075
Alison Wentley [3], 404-962-4086

ATLANTA, May 3, 2021 - The Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD) today
announced its six 2021 Small Business ROCK STARS as part of the state’s celebration of Georgia
Small Business Week, recognized Monday, May 3, through Saturday, May 8. A small businessman
himself, Governor Brian P. Kemp made the official designation through a proclamation highlighting
the importance of small businesses to Georgia’s economy and the critical role they play in their
communities, available here [4].

Six Georgia Small Business ROCK STARS were recognized by GDEcD Deputy Commissioner of Global
Commerce Scott McMurray for their unique and impactful work across their communities and the
state through recorded videos. The state’s Small Business ROCK STARS will also be featured on
GDEcD'’s LinkedIn [5], Facebook [6], and Twitter [7] platforms throughout Georgia Small Business
Week and highlighted by the Georgia Economic Developers Association (GEDA). To view all of the
videos, please click here [8].

“Small businesses take risks, create opportunities, supply incomes, generate ideas, and make
sizeable impacts on their communities,” said Governor Kemp. “l couldn’t be more proud to
celebrate the state’s six Small Business ROCK STARS this year, and | extend my sincerest thanks to
all of them for their hard work and dedication.”

The 2021 Small Business ROCK STARS are:

Region 1: Mama Geraldine’s [9] - Jasper (Pickens County)

Region 2: Wander North Georgia [10] - Clayton (Rabun County)

Region 3: Skyfire Consulting [11] - Marietta (Cobb County)

Region 8: Callaway Blue [12] - Hamilton (Harris County)

Region 9: Vidalia Apicultural Services & Bee Co. [13] - Lyons (Toombs County)
Region 10: Pretoria Fields [14] - Albany (Dougherty County)

“Our Small Business ROCK STARS reflect the charm and community spirit found in every corner of
the state,” said GDEcD Commissioner Pat Wilson. “Each of our winners has shown incredible
resilience over the past year, and it's an honor to celebrate them as we look toward a brighter
future.”

Small businesses make up 99.8% of all businesses in Georgia. The Georgia Department of Economic
Development’s Small Business team created the Small Business ROCK STAR awards as a way to
salute the risks, innovations, outreach, and impact of the state’s small businesses. Each of this
year’'s winners have fewer than 100 full-time employees, are involved in charitable programs in their
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communities, and were founded in the State of Georgia. Since its inception, the Georgia Small
Business ROCK STARS program has garnered more than 2,000 nominations and honored 33 small
businesses as Small Business ROCK STARS.

“Employing more than 1.6 million Georgians across the state, Georgia small businesses are vital to
our economy,” said GDEcD Deputy Commissioner for Global Commerce Scott McMurray.
“Operating a small business takes sacrifice and hard work, and we remain committed to helping
them continue to flourish and expand across Georgia.”

For individual videos featuring each of the 2021 Small Business ROCK STARS, visit the corresponding
links below:

e Callaway Blue: https://youtu.be/fd1glvuBNc4 [15]

e Mama Geraldine’s: https://youtu.be/iPbgWtmk4RA [16]

* Pretoria Fields: https://youtu.be/HrQ --279ms [17]

e Skyfire Consulting: https://youtu.be/CZX3rStx23Y [18]

e Vidalia Apicultural Services & Bee Co.: https://youtu.be/9XfQ5366iGc [19]
e Wander North Georgia: https://youtu.be/7UfSaZxa4aQ [20]

For additional information about Georgia’s Small Business ROCK STAR awards, visit:
georgia.org/rockstars [21].

About GDEcD

The Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD) is the state’s sales and marketing arm,
the lead agency for attracting new business investment, encouraging the expansion of existing
industry and small businesses, locating new markets for Georgia products, attracting tourists to
Georgia, and promoting the state as a destination for arts and location for film, music and digital
entertainment projects, as well as planning and mobilizing state resources for economic
development. Visit www.georgia.org [22] for more information.

About GEDA

The Georgia Economic Developers Association is a nonprofit association of professionals, volunteers,
and supporters. The association provides networking and professional development opportunities for
its members and supports public policies that promote quality job creation and sustainable economic
development throughout the state. For more information, visit www.geda.org [23].
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